
 

 
 
 

GUIDELINES FOR GRADING OF ABSTRACTS 
 
 

• Does the paper address an important industry issue or concern? Will the technology make a small or large 
impact over a small or large area? Papers with a larger impact over a larger area should receive higher 
scores versus those with limited impact or extent.  

 
• Does the paper consider real world constraints and limitations? Is it supported by a pipeline operator and/or 

have demonstrated experience under actual operating conditions? Papers that do should be rated above 
papers that do not.  

 
• Is the paper technically sound, and is the scientific basis well founded? Does it represent a significant 

technology improvement? Technically sound, well founded papers that represent significant advances 
should be rated higher rated than those that aren’t.  

 
• Is the technology new or recently developed, and have other papers addressed the same or related issues? 

Papers that introduce or promote new technology could be rated over those that focus on existing 
technologies.  

 
• Is the paper commercial (e.g., an advertisement for an existing or new product or service)?  Higher rated 

papers should be technology based rather than skewed to a specific supplier.  
 

• (Tie breaker) Is the author or institution responsible for the paper well respected?   
 


